GEORGE THE THIRD
Subsequent events, however, justified the Government's accept-
ance of Carleton's plan; and the Quebec Act stands out as one
of the most enlightened measures in the history of colonial
administration in the eighteenth century.
In September and October a fateful colonial conference had
taken place in Philadelphia. Fearing that the suspension of the
Massachusetts' charter would be taken as a precedent for action
against other colonial assemblies and believing that the Quebec
Act was a sinister attempt to undermine Protestantism, the
colonial leaders went to Philadelphia to discuss a common line
of action. Only the colony of Georgia was unrepresented;
but among the delegates were a fair sprinkling of loyalists;
and although the colonial position was stoutly defended and the
boycott of British goods was enjoined there was still a desire for
a peaceful solution of the problem—according to the American
formula. In a Petition to the King they enumerated their
grievances, and begged that they should be sympathetically
redressed.
While the Congress of Philadelphia was in session George was
writing to North :
The dye is now cast, the Colonies must either submit or triumph;
I do not wish to come to severer measures but we must not retreat;
by coolness and an unremitted pursuit of the measures that have
been adopted I trust they will come to submit; I have no objection
afterwards to their seeing that there is no inclination for the present
to lay fresh taxes on them, but I am clear there must always be one
tax to keep up the right, and as such I approve the Tea Duty.
On the face of it such a statement appears finally to dispose of a
policy of conciliation. But after all was not George right?
There were two solutions of the American problem: either
(i) to grant the colonies independence but to maintain the
imperial relationship on the basis of a common loyalty to the
Crown; or (2) to force them by force of arms to recognize
the authority of the Mother Country. The former solution,
while it is to-day accepted as the only possible solution of the
problem of imperial relations, would have been resisted by
the Whigs for the simple reason that it magnified the dignity of
the Crown. Nor would they have agreed to the alternative for
the same reason: the subjugation of the colonists would have been
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